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a generally planar screen structure hinged to the mounting frame structure adjacent 



the distal portion thereof for reversibly swaying in an upright plane, extending both through 



the mounting frame structure and the passenger seating area, between a stowed position 
wherein the screen structure lies in a plane generally paralleling^!^ plane of the mounting 
frame structure and a deployed position wherein the screen structure occupies a generally 
upright plane which lies at an angle relative to the plane of the mounting-frame structure 
with a disposition overhead-viewable by any passenger seated in the passenger seating area; 
and 

wherein the display unit has a thicknessj jf less jtharn^ inches. 

24. An overhead automotive display unit, the display unit comprising: 

an automotive-ceiling-mounted housing defining a cavity of a shape and size; and 
a screen sized to fit at least partially within the cavity, the screen having a viewing 
surface and being mounted on the housing for pivotal movement about a first axis extending 
generally parallel to an edge of the screen between a stowed position wherein the screen is at 
least partially contained within the cavity of the housing, and a deployed position wherein 
the screen pivotally projects from the cavity of the housing to present the viewing surface to 
an automobile occupant, wherein the display unit has a thickness of less than 1.5 inches. 

25. The display unit of claim 24, wherein the screen is rotatable about a second 
axis transverse to the first axis. 

26. The display unit of claim 25, wherein the first axis extends along the edge. 

27. The display unit of claim 24, wherein the screen is sized to be of the size and 
shape of the cavity. 
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28. The display unit of claim 24, wherein the display unit has a thickness of 
between approximately 0.5 inches and approximately 1.5 inches. 

29. The display unit of claim 24, wherein the vehicle includes a ceiling and the 
display unit is mounted on the ceiling of the vehicle. 

30. The display unit of claim 29, wherein the display unit is embedded in the 
ceiling of the vehicle. 

31. The display unit of claim 29, wherein the housing includes a perimeter 
structure with a flange configured for placement against the ceiling to define a cavity 
opening, the screen being mounted on the housing such that the viewing surface lies 
generally flush with the flange when the screen is in the stowed position. 

32. The display unit of claim 29, wherein the viewing surface defines a plane 
generally parallel to the ceiling when the screen is in the stowed position. 

33. The display unit of claim 24, wherein the display unit further comprises a 
control module mounted separately from the screen, the control module being operatively 
connected to the screen to direct operation of the screen. 

34. The display unit of claim 33, wherein the control module is mounted within 
the housing. 

35. The display unit of claim 33, wherein the control module is mounted on the 
housing in a laterally spaced relationship to the screen. 

36. The display unit of claim 35, wherein the control module and the screen 
extend in the same plane when the screen is in the stowed position. 
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37. The automotive display unit of claim 24, wherein the screen includes a hinge 
pivotally coupling the screen with the housing, the screen being pivotal about the hinge 
between the stowed position and the deployed position under a first torque to provide for 
deployment of the screen, and being pivotal between the deployed position and a break-away 
position under a higher second torque to provide for emergency collapse of the screen. 

38. The display unit of claim 37, wherein the screen is adapted to pivot forwardly 
in the vehicle from the stowed position to the deployed position, and further adapted to pivot 
forwardly in the vehicle from the deployed position to the break-away position. 

39. The display unit of claim 37, wherein the deployed position is generally 
between the stowed and the break-away positions. 

40. The display unit of claim 37, wherein the vehicle includes a ceiling and the 
viewing surface defines a plane extending generally parallel to the ceiling when the screen is 
in the stowed position. 

41. The display unit of claim 37, wherein the vehicle includes a ceiling and the 
viewing surface defines a plane extending generally parallel to the ceiling when the screen is 
in the breakaway position. 

42. The display unit of claim 24, wherein the screen is completely received within 
the cavity when the screen is in the stowed position. 

43. The display unit of claim 24, wherein the viewing surface is oriented to face 
the cavity when the screen is in the stowed position. 

44. The display unit of claim 24, wherein the viewing surface is oriented to face 
out of the cavity when the screen is in the stowed position. 
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